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Arts center's new director is a 'missionary'
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The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts has
named a new executive director.  The Wilmington arts
organization announced Thursday that  Maxine Gaiber
will  begin the job on April 3.

Gaiber, 56, is the director of education and public
programs at the San Diego Museum of Art,  where she
has been since late 2000.

Neil Watson, who is now executive director of the
Katonah Museum of Art in Katonah, N.Y., was executive
director of the DCCA from 2003 until  March 2005. In
the meantime, Belena Chapp, and later Helen Page,
served as interim executive director while the
organization searched for a new top administrator.

Gaiber, who grew up in
Brooklyn, N.Y., will  be charged with  shaping the vision
for the organization, which has gallery space,
educational programs and studios for working artists.
She will  also work on giving the Riverfront art center
more local exposure, said Denison H. Hatch, Jr.,
chairman of the DCCA's board of directors.

The DCCA seems to be better -known outside Delaware,
he said. "People from Philadelphia, Baltimore and New
York come to see what we have here."

During a 10-month search, the board's search
committee interviewed about 35 applicants from around
the country.  About 10 came to Wilmington for
interviews.  Gaiber was the first  candidate to whom the
board offered the position, Hatch said.

Before San Diego, Gaiber was director of education at
the Orange County Museum of Art and, before that,
she held the same position at the Newport Harbor
Museum of Art in Newport Beach, Calif., which
specialized in contemporary art before it became part
of the Orange County museum.

Gaiber said she knows that  promoting  contemporary
art can be difficult,  especially in the Brandywine River
Valley, which has a very traditional  artistic  heritage.
"It's  a hard sell," she said, adding that  she's ready for
the challenge. "I'm  a missionary for the contemporary
arts."

Contact Kent Steinriede at 324-2894 or
ksteinriede@delawareonline.com.
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